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India's Largest Skills Assessment Company
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to the online world

Today, most of the coaching for CAT as well as their tests are going online.
Kavitha Srinivasa catches up with the latest trend in the competitive exams

ONSIDER this. 25000 candidates
appeared for an online test con-
ducted in 37 centres scross 11 cit-
Ies in Gujarat. A netwark of 2,100
terminals wasdoployed for exams
held for the admissions to Masters: |
of Business Administration(MBAJndMasters

of Computer Application (MCA) courses.
Aszessment company MeritTrac partnersd
with Gularat Technological University,
Government of Gujarat, toconduct the Gujarit
Commaon Entrance Test (GCET 20060} online in
Jully this vear

This firstof its kind initintive proves & para-
digm shift s ha ing, a5 competitive exams
like All Indis Englneering Entrance Exam
(AIEEE)exnms intend toyo online. However the
Commuon Admission Test (CAT) for B-schools,
which went online lnst week, didn't meat with
success, The computer viruses attacked the
CAT online exmm delivery system, duesfo which
49 labs in 24 centres acrobs 13 cities couldn't
conduct the test. The technical snagextended to
the second doy, after which the date is being
rescheduled for candidates who couldn't take
theexnm. Prometrie Testing Pyt Lid (Prometric
India), asubsidiary of Prometric, signed 4 con-
tract with the [IMs to conduct CAT. Around 2.4
Inkh students hod appenred for the CAT online
exambeld in 105 centres In 32 citles, all linked to
B mainseryer

In spits of this poor management, one can't
overfook the fact that these sxams give students
theaption of answering queries online. It'salso
an indication that onling tutoring i= being
accepied, “Online tutoring allows individuals
t0 b o thedr own as the content is designed
In m'slmple manner so that studonts can grasp
the concepts. Today animation and games are
uged to {llustrate topics. Online companies pro-
vide n varisty of testpaperstoconch studentsin
phases unllke a typical conching clnss whene if
boecomes difficult fora student to cope whenhe
missesaclass, "explained SriniKrishnamurthi.
Mannging Director, Expertus, a lsarning outs
pourcing company. Nationnl level coaching
imstitates like Brilliant Tutorials and Career
Launcher have Incorporated technology into
thair delivery model through online assess-
ments, online doubt clearing forums, chat
rocmsior posing questions and getting tmmedi-
ate anewers from experts. Conching conters
have gradunted from using a blackboard to
using a comptier with o projector 0 s sti-
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dent-friendly measures like PowerPaint and
videos. “Stodentswho don't havegood coaching
centres in thelr vicinity opt for online services
Coaching centers are reducing the cost of
online clazses since its 30 per cent-40 per cent
less expensive when taught virtually. Being
digrital, it can be recorded and archived for lajer
review. This helps students revigit thelr class-
es,” sald Harman Singh, founder-CEOQ, Wikin.
com, a web platform for teachers-siudents to
teach-learn live, online.

Allthis iz done withan eveon jobplacements
Job plocement coaching can be spiit into two
nspects, the Mt belng employability training
on aptitude and soft skills and second,; func-
tional ortechnical truining courses. The former
is bering Indtiated by collepes to help stidents
fair betterduring the interview The latter islefi
o the student toplug theskill gaps by takibgup
eourses in banking, finance, sales or IT, “It's
estimatod that there re 5,000 coaching centres
in the country Today professional companies
cater to students appearing for competitive
exnminations. We've developed online content
which can be accessed from any part of the
country” explained Krishoamurthl. For the
collage employahility segment, Expertos has o

placement support portal which brings togeth.
or the college, student and corporate ona
plntform. It nots s o placement support solu-
tion for colleges, as placement departments
internct with companies beyond their immedi-
ate geographical boundaries. However, the
enling svstem of conducting exams is not fully
implemented aoross Indian universities, “In
the higher edueation sector, annually 150-200
milllon exams are conducted, barringentrance
exams. Annually, 5-7 million students take
entrance tests. But thetotnl number of entrance
exams which goonline isaboti 150,000-200,000,"
explained Madan Padaki, Co-Founderand CEOQ,
MeritTroc.

Parfksha, MeritTrac's latest isan integrated
examination management service offering sup-
parted by 4 network off 50,000 testing terminals
in 185 cities ncross India. “Computer literacy is
eritical from a student's readiness pearspective,
A new axam format will also emeryge from this,
whereby students will have to showease their
Intrinsic capabllitios instead of rotelearning.”
ndded Padaki.

With a few excepions, almost all exams nre
held in an offline {paper-pencil mode), despito
its limitations and constraints. Many universi-
thegare yel to eddress the challenges of Internet
and user{friendly infrastructure. While techno-
Ingical snags need to be overcome, the learning
industry in India is witnessing o growth. “The
current murket stos of the learning industry is
estimated to be around 50 billlon USD and is
expected to be around 70 billion USTrby 2002,
Bosjides online coaching. traditional coaching
centres offer short term courses which cost a
few thousand rupees, and long term pro-
grammes can set vou back by a few lakhs,” add-
ed dnmaheed Jasar, Manager - Everonn
Kompass, part of Everonn Education Limited,
which has set up virtual classrooms In India.

Though online teaching is being accepted,
traditional coaching contres continue to nttrac
students, “People still prefer the older style of
classroom teaching. They need mentoring
muotivation, inspiration ond bellef that theycar
crack 1t," explained Lakshmi Narayanan
Director - Sales and marketing, Onlysucces:
Learning Technalogies P Lid, & training com

Eventually how many coaching classes ai
competitive oxnms groduate to the coline mods
rempins to be seen.
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